
Dear Families,   
 We have successfully completed two months of school! I am so proud of our 
entire school community for all they do to keep one another safe each day.  Your 
children have continued doing an incredible job wearing their masks and social 
distancing while at school.  I love being in school each day and the ability to see all the 
amazing things happening throughout our school. 
 You children worked incredibly hard last month on their NWEA and DRA 
assessments.  We are wrapping up the assessments this week and our teachers are 
excited to share this data with you during parent/teacher conferences.  Your child’s 
teacher will be analyzing the NWEA data to determine each child’s areas of strength 
and also pinpoint areas that may need additional support.  The winter NWEA is a great 
mid-year check point for us to see how each child is progressing. 
  

Atwood-Williams PTA Monthly Update

PTA members would like to thank all the families that participated in our 
Meadow Farms fall Fundraiser.  Our amazing students were able to raise over $7,000 
this year!  Congratulations to Williams Elementary’s TOP SELLER prize winner, Darci-
Jo Farmer, who won the Kindle Fire!  We would also like to congratulate Caleb 
Arsenault who was the lucky winner of the Barnes and Noble gift card raffle drawing.  
This fundraiser will completely cover the cost of author visit we have planned in the 
spring with some leftover to provide direct enrichment support to our classroom 
teachers-more to come on that at next month’s meeting.  Since we are unable to host 
our fun nights, Atwood winter carnival or have a Holiday dance this year, we have 
planned a virtual, fun family challenge that we can all participate in from home.  Each 
month we will have a theme and ask families to submit pictures related to the theme to 
the PTA’s Facebook page or email us at info@atwoodwilliamspta.org.  Every student 
who submits a picture will be entered in for a prize drawing at the end of the month. 
One winner from each school will be drawn! Please see our Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/AtwoodWilliams or monthly fliers for more information.  Our next 
virtual meeting https://meet.sangoma.com/420271442644#3124 will be Thursday, 
November 19 at 6 pm, we’d love to “see” you there!

Attendance Update
 Our attendance percentage for the first trimester was 96%!!! 
We are very proud of everyone's effort to help improve our attendance rate while at the 
same time, decreasing the number of students tardy and dismissed early.  We could not 
achieve this high percentage without your support. It has been mentioned before that 
the evidence is clear:  children with good attendance are more likely to be successful in 
school.  High attendance rates are linked to high student achievement.  We know this 
school year is unique due to Covid-19.  If your child is sick it is important to keep them 
home so they can rest and get better.  I have attached the Covid-19 pre-screening tool 
for school attendance as a friendly reminder.  It is important that we continue to follow 
the CDC’s guidance.  In the event that your child is absent, please call the office to 
notify us.  Thank you. 

Friendly Reminders
 Please send your child with a clean face mask each day.  Also, it would be 
helpful if an additional mask was packed for your child each day, so if they need to 
change out their mask mid-day they are able to do so.  This week, all of our water 
fountains throughout the school will be converted to water bottle fill stations.  Please 
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From Mrs.Smith’s Desk 
Self-Care Activities You Can 

Do Together With Kids 

More than ever, self-care is so 
important to our lives.  “Self-care 

helps us cope with stress, unhappiness, 
illness, depression, and negative 

emotions. It provides relief when we 
feel overwhelmed.” 

Here are some great ideas from https://
www.andnextcomesl.com/2017/06/self-

care-activities-for-moms-to-do-with-
kids.html that I thought you and your 

family may enjoy: 

*Have a dance party 
*Play a game 
*Unplug & read a book together 
*Cuddle up & watch a movie 
*Draw, paint or craft 
*Write a collaborative story 
*Order take out for dinner 
*Just play! 
*Tell jokes 
*Meditate  
*Blow bubbles  
*Go out for an ice cream or make ice  
 cream sundaes at home 
*Listen to music 
*Learn something new 
*Make an inspiration collage 
*Take silly selfies together 
*Write things you like about yourself  
 and your children on a list         
            & have your children do the same 
*Do a puzzle 
*Build a fort and play a game or read  
           inside it 
*Listen to an audio book 
*Paint rocks 
*Paint nails 
*Go for a walk or a hike 
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send your child to school with a water bottle each day.  We greatly appreciate your support with these two important items. 

Twitter - #WeAreRSU18
Each week I tweet out the awesome things I see happening around our school! If you’re on Twitter be sure to check out 

#WeAreRSU18 for lots of Tweets that have been posted so far this year celebrating our students and staff.  #WeAreRSU18 also 
includes great news from around the district.
 

I Spy Pumpkin Challenge
Last week students were challenged to locate 20 pumpkins that were hidden around our school.  A special clue about one 

pumpkin’s location was given each day on the daily announcements.  Students that successfully located all 20 pumpkins were placed 
into a grade level drawing.  Congratulations to our I SPY PUMPKIN Challenge winners:  Grade 3:  Peter McLaughlin, Grade 4:  Vinny 
Langdeau and Grade 5:  Sierra Kingsbury.

Congratulations to the Following Eagles of the Week! 

Grade 3: Lydia Wathen 
Mrs. Charest is very happy to nominate Lydia Wathen as third grade Eagle of the Week. Lydia is always 
engaged during classroom instruction and is an active participant during our lessons. Her independent work 
is always top-notch as she takes great pride in what her work looks like. Lydia listens carefully and always 
follows directions in all areas of the school building. She always shows great effort even when things might 
get a little tricky. Lydia always uses her manners and plays well with a variety of her classmates; she is a 
great friend to all! Be proud of who you are Lydia! Keep up the fantastic work! 

Grade 4: Kegan Rideout 
Mrs. Veilleux and Kegan’s classmates nominated Kegan for Eagle of the Week for his awesome attitude and 
effort. Kegan always puts forth his best effort in everything he does at school. Kegan also always has an 

awesome attitude and is smiling, behind his mask, willing to crack a joke or speak in a silly language he made 
up just to make us laugh. Kegan keeps a growth mindset and a positive attitude with everything he does at school even when things 
are hard. Keep soaring like an eagle, Kegan. You are making us all proud! 

Grade 5: Brooklyn Noonan 
Miss Cotter has happily nominated Brooklyn Noonan for this week’s eagle of the week. Brooklyn always has an awesome attitude and 
is BEYOND kind to all of her classmates. Brooklyn helps Miss Cotter when she needs it, and also her fellow peers. When it comes to 
her schoolwork, Brooklyn goes the extra mile to make sure that she put her best effort forward. Brooklyn definitely deserves to be this 
week’s eagle! Keep being you, Brooklyn! 

Educationally Yours,  

Melanie Smith
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IMPORTANT DATES 

November 6:   No School - Teacher Workshop Day 

November 11:  No School - Veterans Day 

November 19:  Virtual PTA Meeting 6PM-7PM 

November 24:  Virtual Parent Teacher Conference Night 3PM-7PM 

November 25-27:  No School - Thanksgiving Break 

December 1:  Early Release - students dismissed at noon 



3



4

YES =
Contact 

Your School

Have you traveled 
outside of the state in 

the past 14 days?

XYES =
Have you been a close 

contact of a person with 
Covid in the past 14 days?

XYES =

Do you feel sick with any 
of the most common 

symptoms of Covid, had 
vomiting/diarrhea, or felt 

unwell?  
(see symptom list to the right)

XYES =

Within the past 24 hours 
have you had a fever 
(100.4 and above*) or 

used any fever reducing 
medicine? 

COVID-19
Pre-Screening Tool

for School Attendance

Most 
Common
Symptoms
of Covid 19:
 

Cough

Shortness of Shortness of 

breath 

or difficulty 

breathing

Fever (100.4°F/    

38 °C or greater)*

Chills

Sore throatSore throat

New loss of taste 

or smell

Less Common 
Symptoms:

Muscle pain

Nausea or Nausea or 

Vomiting

Diarrhea

Fatigue

Headache

Congestion/runny 

nose

*Fever is 100.4*Fever is 100.4°F/ 

38°C regardless of 

measurement 

location (oral, 

temporal).

Stay home with any YES response to the questions above OR 

with two or more of the “less common” symptoms listed to the 

right. 

Attend school when all answers are NO and your child is 

feeling well with no other symptoms of illness.  Call or see your 

school nurse or other designated person at school if you have 

questions. 
Updated 10.9.20


